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ſon inſtruct 


of his maſter to go to 


his time while he was abſent, by calculating 


tongue by his father ; 
eds he was brought-yp Ful (choot in 
London. where he made a eqnliderable pighciency in 
Latin and Greek, under che tare of Mr. Zangtey:” 
he was about eleven vears old he took a great fancy io 
arithmetic and ihe Hebrew tongue. 
About this time his parents removing into a little vil- 
lage called Has, had the opportunity of having their 
ted by a learned neifffibour, wha was pleaſed 
to count it a diverſion to read mathematics to. him, 
being then about twelve years old; and he made ſuch 
Progreſs in thoſe ſtudies, that he read Oughtred with 
underſtanding, before he was thirteen years old. A 
perſon of quality, hearing of the admit roficiency 
of this boy, ſent for him up io London, ved | kept him 
with him for ſome time, to read mathematics to him. 
That which wade him the more to be admired was, 
that he did what he did with the greateſt facility. He 
had no ſmall {kill ig muſic and other concomitants of 
the mathematics. 
In the year 1646, he was choſen Mr. Rous the 
voſt of Eaton college, one of the jon of that 
8 


bool. Where be gave no unſuitable x 
high expectations that were conceived of him. 

After a little continuance at Eaton, he obtained leave 
rd, to perſett himſelf in the 


being with Dr. Ward, one 


Nudy of mathematics, where 
of the profeſſoss of the univerſity, he attained o a 
ſtrange exaQtneſs ia that ſtudy, nothing being within 
the reach of a man but he would undertake and graſp. 
The Doctor looked him as one of the wonders of 


— 
his age loved him dearly, and could not for ſome ume 
after 


is death fcarce mention his name without tears. 
When he had ſpent about a quarter of a year with Dr. 
Ward at Oxford, he gave proof of the 1 — ol 
the ecli 
for many years before hand; ſo that by this time he 
many eyes upon him as the glory of the ſchool, Yet 
he did not dilcover the leaſt affettation of ſelf-conceit, 
neither did any diſcernable pride attend theſe _ 


' 


(Qs) 
lencies- So that every one took more notice of his 
parts than himſelf. | Px. 
At about ſeventeen years old he was choſe to Ki 


„5 
college iu Cambridge; at which ume the electors Ta 


even contend for the patronags of this ſcholar. He 
was choſen firſt that year, and an elder brother of his in 
the ſixth place; but he was very willing to chan 
places with his elder brother, letting him have the 8 
and thankfully accepting of the ſixth place. i 
Beſides his great learning. and other ornaments: 
of nature, his deportment was ſo ſweet and lovely, his 
nor ſo courteous and obliging, that many of them 
who had little kindneſs for moraliey, muck leſs for grace, 
could not but fpeak well of him. His great wiſdom 
and learning did even command reſpe& : he had an ex- 


cellent power over his paſſions, and was in a great mea- 
ſure free from the vices which uſually 


| fuch an 


| this while he underſtood little of the worth of 
Chriſt, and his own ſoul; he ſtudied indeed the hea- 
vens, and knew the motion of the ſun, moon, and-ſtars, 
but he little of God, who made thele things; 
or of his own heart: he did not as yet much buſy him- 
felf in the ſeriqus obſervation of the wandering of his 
ſpirit ; the creature had not yet led him up to the Creator; 
be was ſtill too ready to take up with mere ſpeculation ; 
but God, when he was about eighteen years old, hone 
in upon his ſoul with power; and convinced him what 
2 poor thing it was to know ſo much of the heavens 
and never come there. And thay the greateſt know- 
ledge without Chriſt, was but an empty, dry buſineſs. 

He now. thought Mr. Bolton had ſome reaſon on his, 
ide when he faid, * Give me the moſt: magnificent. 


*# Þ» 


richly crowned with all the ornaments and excellencies 


of nature, art, policy, preferment, or what à heart can. 


with belides ; yet without the life ol grace, to anima e 

and enoble. them, he were to the eye of heavenly wil- 

dom, but ay a rotten carcale, ſtuck over with flower, 

magnified dung, ee en eee, 
hs | 3 


glorious worldling, chat ever trod upon earthly mould. 


1 


(6) 
He began now to b of Anazagore?'s mind, That bis 
work upon earth, was to ſtudy heaven and how to get 
thither ; aad that except a man might be admitted 10 
greater preferment than this world can beſtow, it was 
not worth the while to be born. warts rnd 


CHAP. I. 


| Rn College. n 


great work of converſion, was not carried on 


upon ſome; but the Lord was pleaſed, ſweerly to umlock 
ö his heart, by the exemplary life, and heavenly diſ- 

| courſe of a'young man in the college, whoſe heart God 
| 

| 


| 
| | upon his ſoul, in that dreadful manner, that it is 
| 


had inflamed with love to his ſoul ; he quickly made an 
attempt upon this young man, and the Spirit of God ſet 
| home his counſels with ſuch power, that they ptoved 
effectual for his awakening; being accompanied with 
1 the preaching of Dr. Hill, and Dr. Arrow/meth, toge- 
l * reading of Mr. Baxter's Saint d Everlaſting 
e R 

| Now a mighty alteration might _ be diſcerned in 
him. He began not to taſte ſ@ much {weetneſs in thoſe 

| kind of ſtudies, which he ſo greedily employed himlelf 
in formerly. He began to pity them whg were curious 
in their enquiries after every thing, but that which is 
moſt needſul io be known, Chriſt and themſelves; and 
that which ſometimes was his gain be now counted 
lofs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs he eſteemed all things but 

| as dung and droſs in c Won of Chriſt and him cru- 
cified. Not that he looked upon human learning as uſe· 
leſs: but when fixed below Chriſt, and not improved 
for Chriſt ; he looked upon wiſdom as folly, and learn- 
| . | ing 


thing: howhe did plot 


To this end he ſent up and down 


O then how ſweet was the favour ot his 


(7) 


| ing as madneſs, and that which would make one more 


like the devil, and more fit for his ſervice. 0 
Mr. Zaneway now canlidered bow he might beſt im- 
prove what he did already know, and turn all his ſRadies 
into the right channel: grace did noviake him off from, 
but made him more diligent and ſpiritual in his ſtudy. 
And now Chriſt was at the end and bottom of every 
and contrive how he might moit 
expreſs his love and thankfulneis to =: Yao had 
bim out of darkneis into his marvel light! 
of divine lei- 
ters, in which he did diſcourſe fo tubitaniially and ex- 
perimentally of the great things ot God, that it would 
not at all have unbecome lume grey head 10 have own- 
He was net alittle like young Elilu, in whoſe words 
he uſed to excuſe his freedom with. perſons of : 

whoſe ſouls he dearly pitied. He laid, Days thould 
ſpeak, and the multiiude of years ſhouid teach! wiſdom, 
but there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration of the 
Almighty giveth them underſtanding : 1 am full of mat- 


ter, the ſpirit within me conffraineth me: behold my 


belly is as wine which hath no vent, it is ready to bur it 
like new. bottles, 1 will ſpeak that I may be refreſhed.” 
races! he 
could not but ſpeak the things which be had ſeen and 

heard, and even invite all the world to taſte and'fee 
1 * this relations, begging and wooing 
He rt will hi i i 

of them to think of their immortal fouls pb to lay in 
ſpeedy proviſions tor a death- bed and eternity. Oh!. 
with what compaſſion did he plead the caule of Chnit 
with their ſouls ! What patheuc expreſſions did he uſe, 
what vehement expoſtulations, how trequeut, how pat- 
ticular in his applications to them! Oh | with what gra- 
vity and majeily would he ſpeak.ot ihe in lei ies o. the 


ng whar his language was (when he was between 
eighteen and nineteen years old; in a leuet to a friend 
that had the care of many children. 5 SIR, 


(aL) BP 
UR charge ig * 


but greater upon a ſpiritual. Out of an 7 | 


defire of the good of fouls and your own jay and peace, 
I importunately requeſi chat you will have a great carg 
of your children, and be often drupping in ſome whole- 
ſome admonitions: and this I humbly, with ſubmiſſton 
to your judgment in it, commend to you: not to ad- 
moniſh them always together, hut likewiſe y one 
by one. Wherein you may pleaſe to pre upon them 
their natural corruption, the neceſſity of regeneration, 
the excellency of Chriſt, and how uoſpeakably lovely it 
is to fee young ones ſetting out for heaven. This 

I think may do moſt good, having had experience of it 
myſelf in fome ſmall meaſure; God grant that all may 
work _y the edifying of thoſe who are committed to 


ou. I leave you — the protettion of him that hath 
Joved us, and given himſelf for us.” 


When he was about twenty nome ears old, he was made 
fellow of the college, which did not a liule advanc 
thoſe noble projects which he had for the promoting 
the intereſt , the Lord Chriſt. Then 1 — "oF 


Ty as many of them as poſſibly he could along with him 
tu heaven ; many auempts he made upon ſome of — 
ſame houſe, that he might ſeaſon them with grace, a 
animate, and encourage thoſe ho were looking 7 — 
heaven. And as for his own relations, never was there 


a more compaſſionate and tender-hearted-brother, — 


many pathetical letters did he 5 them, and how 
he follow them with prayers and tears. 


Read what his heart was in the follow ing lines. 


—— * Diſtance of place cannot at all lefſen that nay 


tural bond, whereby we are conjoined in blood. neither | 
ought to leſſen that of love. Nay, where true love is, 


it cannot; for love towards you I can only ſay this, 


4 


would he inſinuate into the young ones, deſiring to car- 


Eggers gerrerregresrrrrrrrasg ers z 


(9) 

that 1 feel it better than I can expreſs it: but love ex- 
preſſed and not felt is little worth. I therefore deſire 
to make my love manifeſt in the beſt way I can. Let 
us look upon one another not as brethren only, but as 
members of the ſame body whereof Chriſt is the _ 
Let us therefore breathe and hunger after him, ſo that 
our cloſe knot may meet in Chrift : if we are in Chriſt, 


ang Chriſt in us, then we ſhall be one with another. 


Tis I know, you cannot complain for want of inſtruc- 
r -- pre a dry wilderneſs ; you 
upon line, and precept upon precept ; 
hath planted —4 by the vers of water : it E "4 Lord 
alone indeed who maketh fruitful, but yet we are not to 
Rand and do nothing. There is a crown worth look- 
bs for ; ſeek there m__s that 5 Oh! ſeek 

continual prayer; your foul in a praying 
frame, his is 6 gives and neceſſary duty; ho. bigh 
and a precious privilege. If thou canſt fay nothing, 
com- and lay thyſelf in an humble manner before the 
Lord. You may believe me, for I have experienced 
what I ſay. There is more ſweetneſs in one 1 
God's love, than in all that the world can afford. O 
do but try; O taſte and ſee how the Lord is. Get 
into a corner and throw f down before the Lord, 
and beg of God to make you ſenſible of your loſt ſtate 
nature, and of the excellency and-neceſſiry of Chriſt. 
Lord, give me a broken heart, ſoſten and melt me. 
Any thing in the world, ſo I may be but enabled to 
value Chriſt, and be perſuaded to accept of him as he 
is tendered in the goſpel. O that I may be delivered 
from the wrath to come! Oh! a bleſſing for me, even 
for mel and reſolve not to be content tilt the Lord has 
in ſome meaſure anſwered you. Oh! my bowels yeatn 
- towards you. O that you did but know with what af- 
ſection” I write unto you, and what pron and tears 
are mingled with theſe lines! The Lord ſet thefe things 
home, and give you an heart to apply them to yourſelf, 
the Lord bleſs all the means that you enjoy, -for his 
bleſſing is all in all. Give me leave to deal plainly, 
and to come yet a little cloſer to you, for 1 love your 


m—_ CO MB L _ 


2 
5 


3, 


in a ſenſe 

ſorrow for it, and a heart he open of 
there can be no ſalvation. Look well 
ſee into yourſelf, and thou wil ſee that 
n 9 nothing but 


and the flate 
> wal ap; way * tran r 


heart! here you ſee a natural man's condition. 
dareſt thou then lie down in ſecurity. Ob ! look 
for your ſoul's ſake. What ſhall I fa, What hall 1 
to awaken A poor toul! „ e re- 


fl 
1 


al 

2 

x 
D 


thou 


5 


8 


111 


a | 
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ſin, and are under fears of bell, reform ſomething, | 
thus the wound is bealed, and. by this thoulands fall 
mort of beayen. For if we be not brought off. from 
ourſelves, and our righieouſaeſa as well as. our, fins, wo 
are never like to be ſaved. We mult ſee an, blobs 
need of Chriſt, aud give to. him, and 
count al bus dun end tens hg of Chrif's 
er Lock, therefore, fox mercy only in 
btiſt, for bis ſake rely upon God's mercy. The terms 
ofthe yndped ave, apex. cul believe; terms l 
mercy for fetching, nay, mercy for deſiring, nay, for 
nothing but receiving. -Doſt thou. defice mercy and 
grace? I knew thou oft. Even this is the gift of 
to defire, hunger after Chriſt; let deſires 4. you u 
endeavours, the work itſelf is ſweet ; yea, re ce 
and mourning ulelf w_ _— ſweetnels in it, than all 
the world's comforts. ntance end 4eheving. 
comes — ＋ fication, by hs ſpirit 
dwelling in us. By this we come id be the children 
of God, to be made partakers of the divine nature, 10 
lead new lives, io have a ſuitableneſs io God. It is an 
wouthy a Chliſtian io have ſuch a narrow W 
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is honoured father, Mr. William Zaneway, miniſter 
in Hertfordſtare, being fick, and a bong under 
ſomewhat dark apprehenſions as to the ſtaje of his ſoul, 
1 he would often lay to his ſon ohn, Oh! ſon! this 

| aſſing into eternity is a =” thing, this dying is à ſo- 
ü Do buſineſs, and enough to make ones heart ake, that 
1 hath not his — and his evidence for heaven 
| | clear. Andiruly fon, I am under no ſmall fears as to 


of 


my own eſtate for another world. Oh! that God 
would clear his love! Oh! that I could ſay chearfully, 
1 can die; apon goed grounds be able to lack death 1n 
the face, and venture upon eternity with well-grounded 
| on — bs Laber continuing under deſpondings- of 
| ſpirit (though no Chriſtian knew him but had a high 


1 eſteem of him for his uprightneſs) he got by himſelf, 
4 and ſpent ſome time in wreſtling wih God upon his 
4 (account, earneſtly begging of that he would 4 
1 him with joy unſpeakable in 3 he would ſpee 
dily give him ſome token for goed, be might Toy poy⸗ 
i fully and honourably leave this 3 After he _ 
x riſen from his _ he came down to his father 
1 . Goble; ING Hi father malls 
anſwer for ſome nme, but w 
that be was not fabjeR to) ant 2 fa on 
if | fiderable time weeping, fo'that he was not able to 
4 But at laſt having recovered himſelf, with unſp ; 
joy he burſt-our:: Oh © fore! now it is come, it if 
come, it is coe: I 'bleſs Gd cn die; the fp of 
God hath wimeſſod wich ay ſpirit” thn 1 am his child; 
Now I cn looks op to God as my dear” Father; and 
Chriſt az my Redsemer; F en now ſay, this is my 
| ſriend, and this is ury beloved. oy ey full, it 1s 
3 brim full, 1 cn hot&no more. now what 
| | | ſentence means, The peace of God which un · 
| 
þ 


| 1 Fiess now whse thar white Noe is 
3 whetein a' bew name was written, which — — 
bat they who have it. Aud that fit of weeping wh 


. — 


Treggskrregogr asser gsa ssen serer 


1 | you flaw me in, was: a fit, of 
4 W 


i. 2, 


expreſs what glorious diſcoveries God hath made of 
himſelf unto me. And bad that joy been greater, I 

queſtion whether I could have borne it, i hater | 
it would not have ſeparated foul and body. Bleſs the 
Lord, Oh my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs his 


holy name, that hath pardoned all my fins and ſealed the 
_ He hath healed my wounds, and cauſed the 
which he hath broken to rejoice. Oh! help me 
to bleſs the Lord, he hath put a new fong into my 
mouth: Oh ! bleſs the Lord for his infinite goodneſs! 
Oh! now I can die! It is nothing, I bleſs God I can 
die. I deſire to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt.” 
Lou may well think that his ſon's heart was not a little 
refreſhed to hear ſuch words, and fee ſuch a fight, and 
to meet the meſſenger that he had ſent to heaven re- 
turned back again ſo ſpeedily. It was ſo immediate and 
clear an anſwer of his on prayers, as if God had ſaid 
to him, Thy tears and prayers are heard for thy father: 
thou haſt like a prince prevailed with God; thou haſt 
got the bleſſing: go down and fee. 2 
Upon this, the young man too broke forth into 
iſes, and even into an extaſy of joy, that God ſhould 
deal fo familiarly with him; and the father and ſon 
together were fo full of joy, light, life, love and 
praiſe, that there was a little heaven in the place. He 
could not then but expreſs himſelf in this manner. Oh 
bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be God for his infinite grace! 
Oh who would not pray unto God! Verily he is a God 
that heareth prayers, and that my ſoul knows right 
well.” And then he told his joyful father, bow much 
he was affefted with his former deſpondings, and what 
he had been praying for juſt before with all the earneſt- 
neſs he could. His father hearing this, and rceiving 
that his former comforts came by prayer, his own 
child's prayer too, was the more cetrethed, and the more 
confirmed, that it was from the ſpirit of God, and no 
deluſion. And immediately, his ſon ſtanding by, he 
fell into another fit of tfiumphing joy, his weak body 
being almoſt ready to fink _ that great weight of 


- glury 


( 14 ) 


glory that ſhone in ſo powerfully upon his ſoul. He 


could then ſay, © Now let thy ſervant depart in peace; 
for my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” He could now 
walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death and 
fear no evil. Oh! how ſweet a thing it is to have 
one's intereſt in "Chriſt cleared, how comfortable to 
have our calling and election made ſure! How lovely 
is the fight of a ſmiling Jeſus when one is dying! Ho] 
refreſhing it is, when heart and fleſh are all failing, to 
have God for the ſtrength of our heart and our portion 
for ever! Oh! did the fooliſh unexperienced world bit 
know what theſe things mean, did they but underſtand, 
what it is to have their ſenſes ſpiritually exerciſed, could- 


they but taſte and ſee how good the Lord is, it would 


ſoon cauſe them to diſreliſh their low and brutiſh plea- 
ſures, and look upon all worldly joys as infinite] rt 
of one glimpſe of God's love ! After this his r had 
a ſweet calm upen his ſpirits, and went in the ge. 
of that proviſion, till he came within the gates of 

New Jeruſalem: having all che graces greatly improved, 
and ſhewed ſo-much humility, love of God, contempt 
of the world, ſuch prizing oft Chriſt, ſuch patience as 
few Ctriſtians arrive to; eſpecially his faith, by which 


with extraordinary confidence he caſt his widow with 


eleven fatherleſs children upon the care of that God 
who had fed him with this manna in his wilderneſs-ſtate. 
The benefit of which faith all his children (none of 
which were in his life-time provided for) have fince 
experienced. And it is ſcarce to be imagined, how 
helpful the fon was to his father by. his heavenly 
diſcourſe, humble advice, and prayers. After f. ur 


months conflict with a conſumption he ſweetly ſlept᷑ iu 


Jeſus. * 


After the death of his father, he did what he could to 


and brother :, ſo that he was no ſmall comlort to his 
or mother in her diſconſolate ſtate, and all the 
reſt of his relations, thai had any ſeuſe of God upon 
their ſpirits To one of whom he thus addteſſed him- 

ſelf, upon the death of a ſweet child. h 
. . «6 e 
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ſupply his abſence, doing the part of a huſband, ſon, 


Pr. 
thi 
120 


> . 


* He that in afflictions would find comfort, muſt 


ſtrive to ſee ſpiritual comſoris to be the greateſt, even 
that comfort which is from God, in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt; this will be a cordial; this will be marrow and 
fatneſs to the ſoul. They who have an intereſt in 
Chriſt, what need they be moved with any worldly trou- 
ble : is not Chriſt better than ten children ? Is not his 
loving kindneſs better than life ? Is not all the world a 
ſhadow compared with one. hour's enjoyment. of him, 
even on this ſide of glory. O theretore firive to 
your intereſt in this comfort ſecured, and then all is 
well. He that hath Chriſt hath all things. If God be 
reconciled to you through him, then he will withhold no 
good thing from you. 2 
We poor fooliſh creatures do ſcarce know what is 
good for ourſelves, but it is no ſmall encouragement to 
the of God, that wiſdom itſelf takes care of them, 
and one who loves them better than they love them- 


felves looks after them; and he hath given his promiſe 


for it that all ſhall work for their good. And what bet- 
ter foundation of comfort can there be in the whole 


world than this ? | | 
« Let this ſerye as a againſt exceſſive grief. 
Get your love to God increaſed which if you do, the 
love of all other things will wax cold. And if you 
have given God — you will give him leave to 
take what be will that is yours, and what he hath you 
will judge rather well kept than loſt. * 
„Remember that ſcripture, andjlet it have its due im- 
preſſion upon your ſpirit; ke that loaes father or no- 
ther, brother or fler, yea, or children more than me, is 
not worthy of me. O labour to have your affections 
therefore more raiſed up to him who is moſt worthy of 
them, let him have the uppermoſt room in your heart, 
and let your love io all other things be placed in ſubjec- 
tion to your love of God, be ruled by it, and diretted 
' to it.“ 5 0 9 
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mercy : yet, for all this, he had his 


( 26 ) 


His return to K ing's-College after his Father's 
Death, and his tempiations from Satan. 


to meet together, to 
experiences. Some 
but others lived to let 


his did 
the world 2 


whorm, this 


oungeſt 
t he wanti 

ſociety, fixed ſo intenſely on his ſtudies, that he ſoon 
gave ſuch a wound to his bodily conſtitution, as could 
never be thoroughly healed. | | 

Thus you bave a taſte of his ſpirit, and may perceive 
what it was that he bad his beart ſet upon, what kept 
his graces in ſuch vigour and activity, and how defirous 
he was that others ſhould be ſharers with him in this 
loomy days, and 
the ſun was ſometimes over-caſt, his ſweets were ſome- 
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The devil ſhot his poiſonous arrows at him: yet through 
the captain of his ſalvation, he came more than a con- 
out of the ſield. He was with Paul many times 
lifted up into the third heavens; and ſaw and heard 
things, unutterable: but leſt he ſhould be exalted above 
weaſure, there was a x meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet 

m. 

It would make a Chriſtan's heart even ake to hear 
what ſtrange tempations he was exerciſed with. But 


he was well armed for ſuch a conflict having on the 


ſhield of faith, whereby he quenched the fiery darts 
of that wicked one. Yet, this fight coſt him the 2 
ing of his very body for agonies of ſpirit; and tears 
and ſtrong cries to heaven for freſh help, As for bim- 
ſelf, he was wont to take an arrow out of God's quiver, 
and diſcharge it by faith and prayer, for the diſcom- 
fiture of his violent enemy, who at laſt was fain to fly. 
Theſe temptations and conflicts with Satan, did not 


a little help him in his dealing with one that was ſorely 


alflicted with the like temptations. And becauſe I 
Judge it may be of uſe to ſuch, I inſert a letter of his to 
one in the like caſe. | 


Dear Friend, 
R ſay that you are troubled with blaſ phemous 


thoughts: ſo 3 though they are mas, 


yet they are your trouble, and neither ſent for, nor 
cs aA and 7 are not aſſented to- in your mind. 
What then ſhall we think of them? If they were your 
own produQtion, your heart would be delighted in its 
own iſſue, but you do nothing leſs. Sure then they 
are the injeftions of that wicked one, who is the ac- 
cuſer of the brethren, and the diſturber of the peace of 
the people of God. But doth Satan uſe to. employ 


thoſe-weapons but againſt thoſe that he is. in fear of 
loſing? He is not wont to aſſault and fight againſt 
his ſureſt friends in this manner.. Thoſe that he hath 
faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on as ſofily and 


leſt ſuch diſturbance thould 
make 


quietly as he can ; „ 
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make them look about them, and ſo they ſhould awake, 
and fee their danger: but as for thoſe that have in 
ſome meaſure eſcaped his ſnares, he follows them hard, 


with all the diſcouragements he can. Theſe things are 


no other but a bitter reliſh of thoſe things, whi 
know to be bitter after that you have taſted how 
the Lord is. What then ſhall 1 call theſe motions of 
mind! They are the ſoul's loathing the morſels 
which Satan would have it to ſwallow down: but you 
will ſay, It theſe horrible thoughts be not your fin, yet 
they are your miſery, and you deſire to be freed from 
them. And you will aſk, How ſhall I free from 
them ? Firſt, See that you poſſeſs your ſoul in patience : 
and know this, that, God hath an over-ruling hand in 
all this: and wait upon him, for he can and will bring 


forth good out of all this evil. At preſent you ſee 
no ligh 


own blood ? Can a mother forget her ſucking child! 
Yet, God cannot his. _ God hath gracious intents 
in all this, and bis bowels yearn towards you. Yea, 
our Saviour ſuffers with us, through his ardent love by 
ſympathy, as well as he hath ſuffered for us. And you 
know he hath all power in his hand, who doth employ 
this power in a way of love towards his. This power is 
made yours through the prayer of faith : but for your 
own work, do this. 3 

*Firſt, Let not ſuch thoughts have any time of abode 
in your mind, but turn them out with all the abhorrence 
you can; but not with ſo much trouble and diſturbance 
of mind as I believe you do. For by this the devil is 
pleaſed, and makes you your own tormentor. 

« Secondly, Always divert your thoughts to ſame 
good thing, and let thoſe very injections be conſtantly 
the occaſion of your more ſpixitual meditation. Think. 
quite thg contrary, or fall a praying with earneſtneis; 


and the devil will be weaty it he finds his deſigns thus 


broken, and that thoſe {parks of hell (which he ſtruck 
into the ſoul to kindle and inflame corrupuon, ) do put 


t: yet Truſt in the Lord, and 7 
upon your Ga,. Can Chriſt forget the or Far (<A f 
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zefift him, and he will flee 
& Thirdly, conſider that this 
we are not in this i of Satan's 
any ſoul bath out of the chains « 
n 
as the devil can lay on; and, if 
will, no good man 9 3 

but, bleſſed be God, the devil cannot ** us out of 
of thoſe almighty arms, with which — 

his dear children.” 


i 
is no 


abe ann 


His love to Chriſt and ſouls, made him very deſirous 
— — u un he d. the miniſtry; ac- 


de one full of the ene power, one that hated 
fin with a perfeQ hatred, and loved holineſs with all his 
ſoul; in whom religion in its beauty did ſhine ; one 
that knew he terrors of the Lord, and knew how to. 
beſeech ſinners in Chriſt's ſlead to be reconciled unio 
God: one that was a ſon of thunder, and a {on of con- 
ſolation. In a word, I may ſpeak that of him of which 
Paul ſpeaks of Timothy, thas, * none hike 


— d naturally care 5. /ouls. And had he lived to 
1 often, what ule might ſuch a. man 
2 of in his generation: one, in whom learning 


and holineſs did as "wire Beive which ſhould excel. 
He never preached publicly but twice, and then. he 
Came 10 it, as if he had been uſed to that work for forty 

| 71 
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8 ( 90 7 
years; delivering the word of God with that power and 
majeſty, with that tenderneſs and compaſſion, with, hat 
readineſs and freedom, that it made his hearers: ama. 
He was led into the myſtery of the goſpel, and he ſpoke 
nothing to others but what was the language of his 
heart, and the fruit of great experience, and which ont 
might eaſily perceive had no ſmall impreſſion firſt upon 

is own ſpirit. "a | e 
His firſt and laſt ſermons were upon communion and 
intimate converſe with God, out of Fob xxii. 21. A 
fubje& that few Chriſtians under heaven were better 
able to manage than himfelf, and ſcarce any could han- 
dle as feelingly as he: for he did for ſome conſiderable 


time maintain ſuch an intimate familiarity with God, 
that he ſeemed to converſe with him as one friend doth. 


converſe with another. This text he made ſome en- 


trace into, whilſt he was here; but the perfecting his 
acquaintance with God, was a work fitted for another 


an exact EY PR 16 


world. 

' He was one that kept 
thoughts, words and aftions, and made a review of all 
that paſſed bim, at leaſt once a day in a ſolemn manner. 
He — a diary, in which he did write down every 
evening what the frame of his ſpirit had been all the day 
long, eſpeciaily in every duty. He took notice what 
profit he received in his ſpiritual traffic; what returns 
| that far codatry ; what anſwers of prayer, what 


deadneſs and flatneſs, and. what dbfervable providences- 


did preſent themſelves, and the ſubſtance of what he 
had been doing ; and any wanderings of thoughts, in- 
ordinancy in any. paſſion ; which, though the world: 
could not diſcern, he could. It cannot be conceived. 
by them who do not praftiſe the ſame, to what a good 
account this turned. This made him retain a grateful 
remembrance of mercy, and live in a conſtant adoring: 
of divine goodneſs: this brought him to a very intimate- 


acquaintance-with his own heart; that kept his ſpirit 


low, and fiited him for free communications from 

this made him more lively and aftive ; this helped him 
to walk humbly with God; this made him ſpeak more 
| m_ alleChonately 
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affeionately and experimentally to others of the things 
of God, In a word, this left a ſweet calm pon; bs 
{pirits becauſe he night made even his accounts; | 
and if his ſheets prove his winding · ſheet, it had 


been all one; for he could ſay, his work was done; ſo 

that death could not ſurprize him. 

— — — — — —— — — 
CHAP. V. 


40 Account of the latter Part of his Life, 


part of his life; he lived like a 
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diately engaged in what brought him nearer. to God; 
and by this he conſtantly enjoyed thoſe comforts, which 
others rarely meet with. His and experiences 
towards his end grew to aſtoniſhment. His faith 
up to a full aſſurance; his deſires into a kind of enjoy- 
ment. He was oft brought into the N 
and there Chriſt's banner over him was love; and he fat 
down under his ſhadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was pleaſant to his taſte. His beheld the king 
in his beauty, and while he ſat at his table, his ſpike- 
nard did ſend forth its pleaſant ſmell: he had frequent. 
viſions of glory, lay in the boſom of his maſter, and was 
ſurely a very beloved diſciple, and highly favoured. 
His Lord oft called him up to the mount to him, and 
let him ſee his excellent glory. O the ſweet foretaſte 
that he had of thoſe pleaſures that are at the right hand 
of God! How oft was he feaſted with the feaſt of fat 
things, thoſe wines on the lees well refined; and ſome- 
times he was like a giant refreſhed with new wine, re- 
Joicing to run the race that was ſet before him, whether 
of doing or of ſuffering. He was even ſick of love, and 
he could ſay to the poor unexperienced world, O taſte 
and ſee! and to Chriſtians, Come and I will tell you 
what God hath done for my ſoul. O what do Chriſ- 
tians mean that they do no more to get their ſenſes ſpi- 
ritually exerciſed? O why do they nov make religion 
the very buſineſs of their lives? O why is the foul, 
Chriſt and glory thus deſpiſed? Is there nothing in 
communion with God? Are all thoſe comforts of 
Chriſtians, that follow hard after him worth nothing ? 
Is it not worth the while to. make one's calling and 
election ſure? O why do men and women jeſt and 
dally in the great matters of eternity? Litle do people 
think what they ſlight, when they are ſeldom and for- 
mal in ſecret duties, and when they neglect that great 
duty of meditation, which I have through rich mercy 
found ſo ſweet and refreſhing: O what do Chriſtians 
mean, that they keep at ſuch a diſtance from Chriſt? 
Did they but know the thouſandth. part of that ſweet» 
mels that is in him, they could not chooſe but 1 2 


| - ta) 
him hard; they would run and not be weary; and walk 
and not be faint. los. of | 

He could ſenſibly and experimentally commend the 
ways of God to the poor unexperienced world, and ſay, 
his ways are pleaſantneſs; and juſtify wiſdom, and ſay 
her paths are peace. He could take off thoſe aſperſions, 
which the devil and the world caſt u ineſs in 
the power of it. Here is one that could challenge all the 


Atheiſls in the wor'd to diſpute; here is one that 


could bring ſenſible demonſtrations to prove a Deity, 
and the reality and excellency of inviſibles: which theſe 
fools and madmen make the ſubject of their ſcorn : 


here is ope that. would not change delights with the. 


greateſt epicures living, and vie pleaſures with all the 
fenſualiſts of the world. Which of them all could in 
the midſt of their jollity, ſay, This is the pleaſure that 
ſhall laſt for ever 7 Which of them can ſay among their 
cups, I can now look death in the face, and, this very 
moment I can be content, yea glad, to leave theſe de- 
lights, as knowing I ſhall enjoy better. And this he 
could do, when he fared deliciouſly in ſpiritual banquets 


every day: he could upon better reaſon than he did, 
ay Soul, tion Aa goods laid up for. many years : he 


knew full well that what he did here enjoy, was but a 
little to what he ſhould have ſhortly. Ia kts preſence 
there is fulnefs of joy, at has right hand are pleaſures 

or evermore. Where is the Belſhazzar that would not 
quake in the midſt of his cups, whilſt he is q 
richeſt wine, if he ſhould te a hand upon the wall 
writing bitter thyags againſt bim, telling him, that this 


ni ht his ſol. muſt be required of him, that he now 


muſt come away, and give an account of all his ungodly 


pleaſures, before the mighty God ? Where 1s,jhe. fig-, 


ner that could be content to hear the Lord roaring out 


of Sion, whilſt he is roarjng ia the tavern? Which of 


them would be glad to hear the trumpet ſound, and 10 


hear the voice, Ariſe ye dead, and come to judg ment? 


Which of them would rejoice, to ſee the mountains 


quaking, the elements melting with fervent heat, and 


the earth conſumed with flames; and the * 
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. his —_ ing, to be 
thoſe that knew not God, 


0 hu poſe: 
Is not that a bleſſed ſtate, — hi 
head with joy 


, when others tremble with 2 = ſink 

with ſorrow! And this was the condition of this holy 

ng man. In the midſt of all worldly comforts he 

for death; and the thoughts of the day of Judge 
O, how 


ment made all his enjoyments ſweeter. 
long for the coming of Chriſt! Whilſt ſome have been 


diſcourſing by him of that great and terrible day of the 
Lord, he would {mile, and humbly expreſs his delight in 
the forethought of that approaching hour. 

I remember once there was a at talk, that one had 
foretold that doomſday ſhould — upon ſuch a day: al- 


though he blamed their daring folly, th would pretend 
angels themſelves; 


What if the da 17 udgment were to come, as it 
certainly will — y ? If l vere ſure the day of 
. begin within an hour, I ſhould be 


with all 
If at this very inſtant I ſhould hear ſuch thunderings, 
and fee ſuch as Iſrael did at Mount Sinai, 


_—_ vgs, 
* am my nag heart would leap for joy. 
Tae infinite mercy, the very meditation of that 
day r 
certainty and nearneſs of it is more refreſhing to me 
than the comforts of my whole world. Surely nothi 


ſpirits eine to behold 2 bleſſe 


can more revive my 
Jelve, the joy, the x aw Foes - 8 
not more rejoice me ep waggons Jaca p 
— 222 the day of judgment was come. 


ht I heard m_ — of thunder, and ſaw 


lighinings; the foundations of the earth did 
ſhake; * 


the heavens were rolled together as a gar- 
all things viſible were in a flame; methought 
Src opened, and the earth and fea gi 
; methought I ſaw millions of angels — 


ment; 
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Antient of Days * upon his throne, and all other 
thrones caſt down. ethought I bebteld him whoſe 
were white as ſnow, and the hair of his head- 
ike pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and 
his wheels as burning fi e; a fiery ſtream iſſued and 
came forth from him; thouſand” thouſands miniſtred 
unto him: and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood 
before him; and the judgment was ſet and the books 
were opened. O with what an extaſy ofjoy was | fur. 
prized! Methought it was the meſt heatt-raifing fight 
that ever my eyes beheld: and then, I cried out, I have 
waited for thy ſalvation, O God ; and ſo I mounted into 
the air, ioo meet my Lord in the clouds. * 
This 1 record only io ſhew, how far he was from 
being daunted at the his of death or judgment : 
and to let other Chriſtians know what is attainable in this 
liſe; and what folly it is, for us to take up with ſo little, 


when our Lord is pleaſed io make ſuch noble proviſions 


for us, and by wiſe and diligent impiovement of tboſe 
means which God hath offered us, we may have an en- 
trauce adminjſtred to us abundantly into the everlalliug 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. _ 
8 how comfortable, haw honourable, and how pro. 

fitable is this fate? Thiele ae your men that quit 
themſelves like Chriſtians. - This is true gallauiry, noble 
real valour ! This was the con luion of Mr. 


not deny but that he had ſome clouds; but he uſually 
walked in a ſweet, exev, humble ſerenuy of fpirat; aud 
though he daily queſtioned many actions, yet he did not. 
queſtion his ſtate, but had his heart fixed upon tha 

rock that fleither waves nor winds evuit thake. His 


ſenſes were til] ſo ſpirnually exerciſed, as that he could 


look up to heaven as his country and inheritance, and io 
God as his Father, and io Chraſt as bis Redeemer; aud 
that (which is ſcarce to be heard of) he counted it the 
higheſt act of patience, tu be willing to live, and a very. 
great lelf-denial io be cuntented 10 be in this world, and 
to dwell on this fide a full and eternal enjoy ment of that 
glos ibus one, whom his _ was ſo * _ 


y-for about three years before he died. I will 
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Joy to think what 3 life he was going 


C H A P. VI. 
His loſt Sickneſs, and Death. 


Hu- be falls into . 


conſumption ; but, this TAL 
did not in the leaſt damp him. Spitting X. wat 


no . 


A be bid becn awhile fick,/ > babs dl 


ſeized upon his eyes; by and by his fight failed; 
and there thare was — Maar K that he 
to be the ſympioms of 


he was thus taken, be 
was not in the leaſt ſurprized ; but was liſted up with, 


ing to, looking 
death itſelf as one of his father's nts, and his friend, 


that was ſent as a o ci him ſafely to 
2 mellenger ely 
to faint; he called to 


ben he felt his body ready 
his mother, and ſaid, Dear mother, I am dying, but 
1 beſeech you be not troubled; for 1 am, through 
„ quite above the fears of death; it is no — 


have Nee 
ief,. | 


the Lord to raiſe him again a little out 
of his fainting fit, for lus maſter had yet more work for 


him to do before be mult.xeceive his wages. | Although 
bis 


| (@® ) ; 
iis ontward man decayed goes gov he ie renewed in 
the inward man day by day: his graces were never 
more active. and his experiences never greater. When 
one would have thought, he ſhould have been taken up 
with his dillemper, and that it bad been enough for him 
to grapple with his pains, he quite forgets his weakneſs: 
and is 15 ſwallowed up of the hfe to come, that he had 
ſcarce leiſure to think of his lickneſs. % 
For ſeveral weeks together. I never heard the leaſt 
word that ſavomed of any aint or wearineſs under 
the hand of God, except his eager delire io be with 
Chriſt be counted complaining, and his haſte to be in 
heaven, impatience. Now was the time when one 
might have ſeen heaven and the glory of another world 
realized io ſenſe. His faith grew exceedingly, and his 
3 proportionable, and his joys were equal to 
O the rare attainments! the high and divine ex- 
preſſions that dropped from his mouth! I have not 
words to expreſs what a ſhange, triumphant, angelical 
frame, he was in, for ſome confiderable time together. 
It was a very heaven upon earth, to hear and ſee a 
admiring God at ſuch a rate. Thoſe that did 
cannot well conceive, what a ſweet frame he 
dee ahrays filed with thoſe joys unſpeakable 
5 with 1 
of Ho . „On 
let you know what I now feel! that I 
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ſandth part of that ſweetneſs that I now find in Chri 
Lou would all think it then well worth the while to 
— | 4 your buſineſs to be religious. Oh my dear friends; 
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that lived many a good year after; and do you think to 
plraſe me (laid he) by ſuch diſcourſe u this? No, 
friend, you are much miſtaken in me, if you think that 
the thoughts of life, and health, and the world, are 
pleaſing to me. The world hath quite Toft its excel- 
lency in my judgment. Oh how poor and contemptible 
a thing it is in all its glory, compared with the glory of 
that inviſible world which I now live in the fight off 
And as ſor life, Chriſt is my health, and ſlrength; and I 
know, I ſhall have another kind of life, when I leave 
| this. I tell vou it would incomparably more pleaſe me, 


x you ſhould ſay to me. you are no man of this world: 
you cannot poſſibly hold out long; before to-morrow anc 
vou will bein eternity.“ I tell you I do ſo long to be with ſon 
Chriſt, that I could be contented to be cut in pieces, los 
and ic be put to the moſt exquiſite torments, ſo I might let, 
but die, and be with Chriſt. Oh, how [weet is Jeſus! | 
Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly; Death, do thy worſt! } 721 
Death hath loſt its terribleneſs. Death is nothing. 1 los 
fay, death is nothing (through grace) to me; 1 can as | ®f 
ezlily die as ſhut my eyes, to turn my head and deep: fu 
] long to be with Chriſt; I long to die. gre 
. His mother and brethren ſtanding by him, he ſaid; e 
Dear n:other; I beſeech you earneſtly as ever 1 de- || Il 
fired any thing of yon in my life, that you would chear. | 2! 
fully give me up io Chiiſt : do not hinder me, now 1 wl 
am going to reſt and glory, I am afraid of yqur pray» 1 
ers, leſt they pull one way, and mine another.” | 
And then turning to his hrethren, he ſpake thus to | 
them: I charge you all, do not pray for my life any ſh 
more; you do me wrong, if you do. Oh that glory, w 
the unſpeakable glory that I behold. My heart is || 


full, my beart is full. Chriſt ſmiles. and I cannot chuſe th 
but ſmile: can you find in your heart to flop me, who be 
am going to the complete and eternal enjoyment off 
Chri ? Would you keep me from my crown? The | ®" 
arms of my bleſſed Saviour ate open to embrace me; 
the angels ſtand ready to carry my ſoul. into tris boſom. 
Oh, did you but ſee what 1 lde, you would all cry out 
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da 
E 


let 
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| nion, wherein he ſhould have yet more 
grace, and more comfort, and be better able to bear that 
weight of glory; ſome. manifeſtations whereof did even 
2 ſink his weak body, and bad he —.— ſuſ- 
tain a , bis v 's would have over- 
ws (gorge rpg" 
joy and love, he was wont to ery out: _ 
Who am IL, Lord, who am I, that thou ſhoulkielt be 
mindful of me! Why me, Lord, why mel Oh, what 
ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou preſerver of men! Oh 
why me, Lord, why me! If thou wilt look upon ſuch 
thre?” Oh bleſſed Father! Oh how fwert and gracious 
t h i 
haſt thou been unto mel“ ; 
And thus he went on, admiring and adoring of God, 
in a more high and heavenly manner than I can cloath 
with words. Suppoſe what you can on this fide hea- 
ven; and I am perſuaded, you might. have ſeen it in 
him. He was wonderfully taken with the goodneſs of 
God to him, in ſending that aged expericnced miniſter 
*** i onion, 
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ſaid be, that God ſhould fend to me a r, ons 
0 wniong a thooufand?” © lie * a 
Though he was towards his end moſt commonly ir 4 
triumphant joyful frame; yet ſometimes even then, he 


had ſmall intermiſſions, ia which he would cry out, 
Hold ont faith and patience; yet a little while and your 
work is done. And when found not his heart 
wound up to the higheſt pitch of thankfulneſs, admits 

ion and love; he would with great forrow bemoan 

imſelf and cry out in this la e; 2 f 

And what is the matter now, Oh my foul, what win 
thou? canſt thou thus unworthily ſlight this admirable 
and alloniſhing condefcenſion of God to thee ? Seems 
it a ſmall matter that the great Jehoval ſhould deal 
thus familiarly with his worm; and wilt thou paſs this, 
over as a common mercy ?— What meaneſt thou, Oh 


my foul, that thou doſt not conſtantly adore and praiſe 


the rare, Arong, unſpeakable love! Is it true, m 
ſout? Doth God deal famili with man? And art 
man's humble, zealous, and con love, praiſe and ſer- 
vice too for God 7 Why art not thou, O my ſoul, 
ſwall up every moment with his free, unparalleled 
everlaſting love?” N 


And then he breaks out again into another um- 
phant extacy of praiſe and joy; and expreſſed a little of 


— was inexpreſſible, in ſome ſuch words as 
Stand aſtoniſhed, ye heavens, and wonder, O ye 
angels, at this infinite grace: was ever any under hea- 
ven more beholden to free grace than I? Doth God 
uſe to do thus with his creatures? Admue him for ever 
and ever. Oh ye redeemed ones! Oh thole joys, the 
taſte of which 1 have] The everlaſting joys, the taſte of 
which I have! The everlaſting joys, which are at his 
right hand for evermore ! Eternity, eternity itſelf is ioo 
ſhort to praiſe this God in. O bleſs the Lord with me, 
come let us ſhout for joy, and boaſt in the God of our 
ſalvation,  O belp me to praiſe the Lord, for his mercy 
endureth for ever.. „er 
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one of his brethren (that had formerly beer wrought 
upon by his holy exbortations and example) praying ö 
with him, and feeing of him (as he apprehended} near | 
| 

| 


»" ra 


his diffolution, deſired that the Lord would be pleaſed 
to continue thoſe aſtoniſhing comforts to the laſt o- 
ments of his breath, and that he might go from one 
heaven to another, from grace and joy 1mperfett, to 
ett grace and glory; and when his work was done 
here, ge him, if it were his-will, the moſt eaſy and tri 
nt paſſage to teſt. | dh pk 
N aq te — duty, he dow in a wonderful 
ion of joy. (Sute that was joy unſpeakable and full 
dealer J 0 what an amen did he ſpeak, amen, amen, 
amen, hallelujah. - - 

It would have made any Chriſtian's heart to leap, 
to have ſeen and heard what fome ſaw and heard at 
that time; and 1 queſtion not, but that it will fame. 
what affe& them to hear and read it; t b it be | 
ſcarce poffible to ſpeak the half of what was admirable 8 
in him: for it being ſo much beyond precedent, it did 
even aſtoniſh and amaze thoſe of us that were about 
him, that our relation muſt fall hugely fhort of what was 


I verily believe, that it exceeds the higheſt rhetoric k 
to fet oat to the liſe, what this heavenly creature did | 
then deliver. I want words to ſpeak, and fo did he, for . 
he ſaw things unutterable: but yet ſo much he Tpake as ; 
juſtly drew the admiration of all that faw him. He : 
talked as if he had been in the third heaven, and broke 
out in ſuch words as theſe: * - 
„Oh, he is come! He is come! O how ſweet ! 
How glorious is the bleſfed "Jeſus! How fhall I do to 
the thouſandth part of his praiſes! Oh for words, 
to ſet out a little of that excellency ! But it is inex- 
prefſible!. O how excellent, glorious and lovely! And 
now I am ſick of love, he hath raviſhed my foul with 
his beauty? I ſhall die fick of love! 4 15 4,968 
© *Ob-my friends ſtand by and wotider,” come look 
upon x Oy man, and wonder; 1 carinot myſelf but 
Land and wonder ! Was there cer à greater kindneſs, 
P was 
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ns there ever ſenſibler manifeſtations of rich grace t 
Oh, why me! Lord, why me ! Sure this is akin to hea- 
ven, if L were never to enjoy any more than this: 
it were well worth all the torments that men and devils 
could invent, to 1 . e to fach tran, 
ſcendent as t f this be dyin is ſweet: 
EWB 208 Oh death 
is ſweet to me. This is ſoft. nſt's arms and 
kiſſes, his ſmiles and viſits, ſure they would turn hell 
into heaven. O that you did but ſee and feet what 1 
do! Come and behold a dying man more chearſul than 
ever you ſaw .an healthful man in the midſt of bis 
— enj og. e . pleaſures are 
itiful ings, compared with one gli © 
El this glory, which ſhines in fo f ly yd, — 
Oh why ſhould any of you be fo fad. when hecy 
2 * this is the hour that I have waited for!” 
ht and forty hours before n 
W- and his he much failed; his j 
n and his cet were cold, and al be 
him, 2 E 


that was juſt 3323 
Jeruſalem: the greateſt par 


to them which did ſtand by, to follow Chriſt 

. an humble, believing, 82 of life, 
r grace to another, uſing all 
to make their calling and election fure ; and 
a mg eee e TY 


praiſe, an hundred times 
nen Oh, why 
why me ! And then be would give inſtruftions 
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him. There was ſo much work done for Chrift in his 
laſt hours, that I am ready to think, he did as much in 


one hour as ſome did in a year. 
Every particular perſon had a faithful affeQtionate 


warning. And that good miniſter, that was ſo much 


with him, uſed this as an argument to perſuade him to 
be willing to live a little longer, and to be patient to 
tarry God's leiſure; ſure God hath ſomething for thee 
to do that is yet undone ; ſome word of exhortation 
fome poor ſoul, that you have forgot. | 
The truth of it is, he was filled with the love of 
Chrift, that he could ſcarce bear abſence from him a 
moment. He knew that he ſhould be capable of bear- 
ing greater glory above, han he could here. It was 
the judgment of ſome that were with him, that his heart 
was not only habitually, but actually fer on God all the 


day long; and nothing of human fraiky appeared, ex- 


_ it were his paſſionate deſire to die, and difficulty to 
ng himſelf to be willing to ſtay below heaven. | 
He was wont every evening to take his leave of his 
friends, hoping not to ſee them, till the morning of the 
reſurreQion; and he defired that they would make ſure 
of a comfortable meeting at out Father's houſe in that 
other world. | Figs 3 $4 35: 2 
One paſſuge I cannot omit, which was this, That 
when miniſters or chtiftians came to him, he would 
of them to ſpend: all the timethat they had with him in 
praiſe. O help me to praiſe God, I have now no- 
thing elſe to do from this time to eternity, but to praiſe 
and love God. I have what my foul de ſires 
eatth; I cannot tell what to pray for, but What I have 
graciouſly given.” The wants that are capable of ſup- 
plying in this world, are fupplted. I want but one 
thing, and that is, A ſpeedy litt to heaven. I expe&no 
more here, I cannot defire more, I cannot bear more. 
Oh praiſe, praiſe, praiſe that infinite boundleſs love that 
- hath; to a wonder, looked upon my ſoul. * Help me, 
O m friends, to praiſe and admire him that hath done 
fuch aſtoniſhing wonders for my ſoul: be hath paxdoned 


all my fins, he hath filled me with Nis goodneſs; be hath 
4 «M8 


( 3s ) 
given me grace and glory, and no good thing hath he 


withheld from me. 
„Come, help me with praiſes, all is too little: come, 


help me, O ye glorious and mighty ages, who are fo - 
P 


well ſkilled in this heavenly work raiſe. Praiſe 
him, all ye creatures upon earth, let every thing that 
hath being, help me to praiſe him, hallelujab, hallelujah, 
hallelujah ! Praiſe is now my work, and 1 ſhall be en- 
paged 1n that ſweet employment for ever. Bring the 
Bible, turn to David's pſalms, and let us ſing a p/alm 
of praiſe: come let us hft up our voice in the praiſe of 
the Moſt High; I with you as long as my breath doth 
laſt, and when I have not I ſhall do it better. I 
And then turning to ſome of his friends that were 
weeping he deſired them rather to rejoice than weep 
upon his account. It may juſtly ſeem a wonder, hay 
he could ſpeak ſo much as he did when he was ſo weak; 
but the joy of the Lord did ſtrengthen him. 

In his Gckneſs, the ſcriptures that he took much de. 
light in, were in the fourteenth, fifteenth, ſixteenth 
and ſeventeenth of ahn. The fifty-fourth of [/aiah 
was very refreſhing alſo to him; he would repeat that 
word | with ever mercies will I gather thee} with 


abundance of joy. | 
He the ſtudy of the promiſes to be- 
lievers, and defired that they would be ſure to make 
good their claim to them, and then they 
the wells of conſolation and drink thereof their fill. 
According to his deſire moſt of the time that was 
ſpent with him, was ſpent in praiſe; and be would ſtill 
be calling out, More praiſe fill. O help me to praiſe 
him: I have now nothing elſe-to do; I bave done with 
prayer and all other ordinances; I have almoſt done 


converſing with mortals. I ſhall preſently be ag | 


Chriſt himſelf, that died for me, and loved me, 
waſhed me in his blood. | 

I ſhall before a few hours are over, be in eternity, 
ſinging the ſung of Moſes, and the ſong of the Lamb. 


I (hall preſently ſtand upon Mount Zion, with an innu- 


werable company of angels, and the — 
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made perfeR, and Jeſus the mediator of the new cove- 
nant. I ſhall hear the voice of much le, and be 
one amongſt them, which ſhall ſay, Hal lujah, ſal- 
vation, glory, honour, and 2 unto ihe Lord our 
God; and again, we ſhall hallelujah. And yet a 
very lutle while, and I ſhall fi ling unto ho Lamb, a {; 
of per worthy art thou to receive praiſe who 

redemed us to God by thy blood, 
3 indeed, and tongue, and people, and na- 
fon, dd made us unto our God, kings, and prieſts, 
and we ſhall reign with thee for ever and ever. 

„ Methinks 1 ſtand, as it were, with one foot in hea- 
ven, and the other upon earth: methinks I hear the me- 
lody of heaven, and by faith I ſee the angels waiting to 
carry my foul to the buſom of Jeſus, and | 
ever with the Lord in glory. "And who can chooke bu 
. — ſpake i this | and 

Several times he in re 
many of theſe words often, — — nd repo 


far greater affeftion, than can be well worded: and I 


ſolemnly profeſs, that which is here written is no hy- 

le, and that the twentieth part of what is ob- 

able i in him, is not recorded; we cannot word it 

exactly as he did, yet you have the ſubſtance, and many 
his own words, with liule or no variation. 

I de day before his death, he looked fomewhat car- 


fad, of whom he judge, that he was patting up ſome 

ejaculations io God on bis account: — 12a 

brother, for thy love, ſaid he, thou art now pray aq 

me, and I know thou haſt loved me 2 

loved me ten thogaſand times more than thou * 
come and kiſs me, dear brother, before 1 die; And o 


with his cold dying lips he kiſſed him, and ſaid, 1 tall 


bor before, aud I hope thou ſhalt tollow after to glory.” 

Though he was almoſt always praifing God, and ex- 
borting them that were about him 40 mind their ever- 
— concerns, and fecure an intereſt in Chriſt ; and 
he flept but very lutle a ſome nights, yet he 
was Bot the leaſl impaired in 6— but his 


ſhall be for 


neſily upon his brother James, who ſtood by him very 
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atlions were all decent, and becoming a man, and hiv 
diſcourſe to a ſpirnual underſtanding, -highly rational, 
ſolid, divine. Aud ſo he continued to the laſt minute. 
of his breath, 

A ſew hours before his death he called his relations 
and brethren together, that he might give them one 
ſolemn warping more; and bleſs As and pray for 
them as his breath and ſtrength would give bim leave; 
which he did with abundance of authoriy, affection _ 
ſpirituality : which take briefly as it follows. 

Firſt, He thanked his — mother for her tender. 
love to him, and deſired that ſhe might be in travel to 
ſee Chriſt formed in the fou-s of the reſt of her chil 
dren, and ſee of the travel of her foul, A thaw 
with joy in that great day. 

Then he charged. all bis brethren and Giiers i in genes 
ral, as they woulſt anſwer it before Gad, that they: 
ſhould carry it dutiful to their dear mother. And for 
his eldeſt brother Milliam (at whoſe: houſe he lay ſick) 
his prayer was that be might be ſwallowed up of Chrill, 
and love to-ſouls; and be more and moe exemplary ia 
his life, and ſuccelsſul in. his m. and finiſh his 
courſe with joy. 
His next brother'sname was Andrew, acitizenof Lon- | 

don, who was with him, and ſaw him in his tri 
ſtate ; but (his neceſſary bulineſs calling him away) he 
could not then be by; yet he was not forgot, but he was: 
thus bleſſed, “ I he God of heaven remember my po 
brother at London. The Lord make bim truly rich in 

iving bim the pearl of gy; price, and make him a 
— citizen with the ſaints, aud of the hauſhold ot 
God; the Lord deliver him from the fins of that city; 
muy the world be kept out of his heart, and Chriſt dwell 
there. Oh that he may be as his name is, a ſtrong man, 
and that I may meet him with you. 
Then be called his next brother, whoſe name was 
James, (whom he hoped God had made him a ſpiruual 
tather to) to e 1 himſelf; — 

mes, | hope the Lord has given thee a goodly ri- 

— are fallen to thee in pleaſant _—_ 

h I 


nase FEE ee TTETT | W096 


everlaſting arms may 
if yet thou mayeſt li 

working towards thee, 
thee. The God of our father bleſs thee 


fatherleſs, would take. ca 


thee, poor child tha - ich never ſaweſt thy 
upon earth, mayer joy 1 
the Lord be tby father 


3 (38; ) 
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a Sa none of us all im -be found amongſt the 
unconverted in the of judyicat! O that every one 
2 appear | ** our bonoured father and dear 
mother) before Chriſt with Joy „ that they may ſay, 
Lord, here are we, and the which thou haſt 
given us. Oh that we may live to God here, and live 
And now, my dear , brethren. and 


* 
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kniſhed the; 1 bore tou * Ggh 
courie, t; 
—— remaineth 3 a' crown 4 ri 
ouſneſs! Now come, dear Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
Then the miniſter came to give him his-laſt viſit, and 
to do the office of an inferior angel, to help to convey: 
his bleſſed ſoul to glory, who was now even = 
Mount Piſgah, and had a full fight of that godly land 
at a little diſtance. When the miniſter ſpake to him 
his heart was in a mighty flame of love and joy, which. 
drew tears of joy from bim, being almoſt amazed to hear 
a man juſt a dying, talk as if he had been with Jeſus, 
and came from the immediate preſence of God. the- 
ſmiles that were then in his face, and the unſpeakable: 
joy that was in his heart! One might have read grace 
and glory in his countenance. O the praiſe, the tri- 
— ok praiſes, that he put up! And every one muſt: 
ſpeak praiſe about him, or elſe they made a jar. in his- 


And indeed moſt did, as well as they could, help him 
in praiſe. So that I never heard, nor knew more praiſe 
- - givento God in ode room than in his chamber. 

A liule before he died, in the prayer or rather praiſes, 
he was ſo wrapped up with admiration and joy, that he 
could ſcarce ſoi beat ſhouting tor joy. In the concluſion 


of 


is office ;. his jaws are looſened 
my ns. 6 NOS ant feet 
and a cold ſweat is upon him: but, 

he when he felt his ſpirit juſt a going! 
h more welcome to-any mortal, I think. 


| y pains, he defired his 
eldeſt brother to-lay him a little Jower, and to take away 
one plow from him that he might die with the more 
eaſe. His brother 14 he durſt not for a world, do 
any thing that might haſten his death a. moment. 'Then 
he was well ſatisfied, and did ſweetly reſign himſelf 
Wholly to God's diſpoſal: and after a fe minutes wi 
a ſudden motion gathering up all his ſtrength, he gave 
himſelf a little turn on one fide, and in. the twinkling of 
an eye, departed to the Lord. 


And now bleſſed ſoul, thy longings are ſatisßed, and 
thou ſeeſt and feeleſt a thouſand times more than thou. 
didſt upou earth, and yet thou canſt bear it with delight, 
thou art now welcomed to thy father's houſe by Chriſt,. 
the beloved of thy ſoul ; now thou haſt heard him ſay, 
come thou bleſſed of my father, and, well done, good 
and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, 
and wear that crown which was prepared for thee, be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 
Oh that all the relations which thou haſt left behind: 
thee may live with. Cliriſt and thee, for ever and ever, 


Amen, Amen. 
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He died June, 1657, aged 23-24 and was: 
buried in KzLisHait Church, in Hertfordſhire, 
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